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The British accepted the principle of African representation through direct election to the legislative council as early
as 1922, though on a strictly limited franchise. Signs of African resistance also date back to the 1920s. Significant
protests by women against colonial rule took place in 1929, when a local demonstration against a proposed tax
sparked a mass movement of tax resistance and a longer term mobilization of women. The trade unions also
engaged in politically directed strikes, notably in 1945, and continued to agitate until 1950. In the first years after
the war Nigerian politics were more turbulent than in Ghana, but the Administration acted to pre-empt further
trouble by proposing a review of the post-war constitution to grant Nigerians a much greater political role. The need
for radical action faded as new political opportunities became available. Instead, negotiating an agreement
between diverse regions of Nigeria became a central issue. Nigeria became independent in 1960.
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