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The significant movements against nuclear weapons in the west and in other parts of the world which suffered from
nuclear testing, or had been drawn into the global network of nuclear bases and alliances, had no direct
counterpart in the Soviet bloc in the 1950s and 1960s, where ‘peace activity’ was monopolised by the Communist
regime sponsored ‘Peace Committees’, which focused on encouraging resistance to NATO nuclear policies (had
their Communist-influenced western counterparts) and presented the Soviet nuclear arsenal and the Warsaw Pact
as essentially defensive. By the 1980s, although the official Peace Committees were still prominent in the Soviet
bloc, the nonaligned peace movement in the rest of the world was stronger than it had been in the first wave of anti-
bomb protest and the European Nuclear Disarmament campaign initiated in 1980 made specific attempts to make
links with dissident groups inside Eastern Europe, and other peace activists also promoted links across the East-
West divide. The nature of Communist Party rule in the USSR and most of Eastern Europe was also somewhat
less oppressive than in the 1950s, which meant that although open dissidents were still liable to harassment and
imprisonment the space for protest had grown. Many opponents of some or all aspects of Communist Party rule in
the Soviet bloc were primarily interested in internal political change, and greater national autonomy, rather than the
dangers of nuclear weapons and were doubtful about western opposition to NATO policies. But there were a few
autonomous peace initiatives and protests in both the USSR and Eastern Europe, as well as some conscientious
objectors. Although the literature is limited, this autonomous peace activity was an important phenomenon.
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