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There have been two main types of movement to occupy empty buildings or land: action by the homeless to find
somewhere to live, and counter-cultural initiatives to create new social spaces, forms of social activity and a model
of society in miniature within modern cities. In the former category is the 2013 occupation of land in Cato Crest,
Durban, by about 1,000 people, who had been illegally evicted by their municipality . They named their new
settlement Marikana. In the latter category are the Kabouters (successors to the Dutch Provos) in the 1970s, and
the independent community of Christiane founded on an old military base in Denmark in 1971 and continuing until
today, though after state pressure in the 2000s there have been changes in its status. But this distinction is not
absolute — some movements aim both to provide social housing and to offer a new model of society. A third type of
action was launched by the Occupy London campaign in 2011, involving widespread squatting in empty
commercial property, partly to underline their anti-capitalist message (see A.8.)

Governments, especially right wing ones, have periodically evicted squatters and tried to make it more difficult.
Parisian police evicted up to 1,000 West African immigrants living in a disused university residential block in August
2006 — a move criticized as a publicity stunt for presidential hopeful Nicolas Sarkozy (Guardian, 18 Aug 2006,
p.25). The British Coalition government made squatting in residential buildings illegal in 2012 — members of the
Squatters’ Housing Action Group had earlier climbed onto the roof of the Justice Secretary’s London home in
protest against a criminalization of a solution to homelessness.

Bailey, Ron, The Squatters [1], Harmondsworth, Penguin, 1973, pp. 206
Covers the London Squatters Campaign 1968-71, but notes background of the mass movement by homeless
people in Britain at the end of the Second World War to occupy military bases, and later luxury flats, in 1945-46.

Corr, Anders, No Trespassing: Squatting, Rent Strikes and Land Struggles Worldwide [2], Cambridge MA,
Southend Press, 1999, pp. 256

Discusses the success of squatter movements by the homeless, addresses issues such as ‘direct action and the
law’ and ‘tactics and mobilization’ and includes case studies of squatter settlements and rent strikes.

Cress, Daniel M. ; Snow, David A., The Outcomes of Homeless Mobilization: The Influence of Organization,
Disruption, Political Mediation and Framing [3], American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 105, 2000, pp. 1063-1104

Analysis of how organization, tactics, political context and ‘framing’ of the issue affect outcomes, based on 15
campaigns in 8 US cities.

Hinton, James, Self-help and Socialism: The Squatters Movement of 1946 [4], History Workshop Journal, Vol.
25, issue 1, 1988, pp. 100-126

Covers a significant movement in post-war Britain when many houses had been destroyed by bombing.

Katz, Steven ; Mayer, Margit, Gimme shelter: Self-help Housing Struggles within and against the State in New
York City and West Berlin [5], International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, Vol. 9, issue 1, 1985, pp.
15-47

Klein, Naomi, Italy’s Social Centres [6], In Klein, Eences and Windows: Dispatches from the Front Lines of the

Page 1 of 3


https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1973/squatters
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1999/no-trespassing-squatting-rent-strikes-and-land-struggles-worldwide
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/2000/outcomes-homeless-mobilization-influence-organization-disruption-political
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/2000/outcomes-homeless-mobilization-influence-organization-disruption-political
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1988/self-help-and-socialism-squatters-movement-1946
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1985/gimme-shelter-self-help-housing-struggles-within-and-against-state-new-york-city
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1985/gimme-shelter-self-help-housing-struggles-within-and-against-state-new-york-city
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/2002/italys-social-centres
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/2002/fences-and-windows-dispatches-front-lines-globalization-debate

.~ A.2.c. Homeless Campaignhs and Occupations
" Published on CivilResistance.info (https:/civilresistance.info)

Globalization Debate [7] (E.IV.2.b. People Power and Direct Democracy in Economic Crisis 2001-2003 [8]),
London, Harper/Collins and Flamingo, pp. 224-227

Lopez, Miguel A. Martine, The Squatters’ Movement in Europe: A durable struggle for social autonomy in urban
politics [9], Antipolitik: A Radical Journal of Geography, Vol. 45, issue 4 (Sept), 2013, pp. 866-887

Examines squatting in empty properties in European cities over three decades, and argues squatting has promoted
a mode of citizen participation, protest and self-management.

Neuwirth, Robert, Shadow Cities: A Billion Squatters: A New Urban World [10], London, Routledge, 2006, pp.
335

Author lived in squatter communities in Rio, Bombay, Nairobi (where squatting was linked to building new homes)
and Istanbul.

Press, Freedom, Anarchy no 102 [11], (vol. 9 no 8), August, London, Freedom Press, 1969
Issue on ‘Squatters’ covering London campaign starting in 1968, including extract from Kropotkin on ‘The
expropriation of dwellings’.

Priemus, Hugo, Squatters in Amsterdam: Urban Social Movements, Urban Managers or Something Else? [12],
International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, Vol. 7, issue 3, 1983, pp. 417-427

Pruijst, Hans, Squatting in Europe [13], English version of chapter "Okupar en Europa”, In , ;¢ Dénde estan las
llaves? El movimiento okupa: practicas y contextos sociales [14] Madrid, Catarata, , 2004, pp. 35-60

Ruggiero, Vincenzo, New social movements and the “centri sociali” in Milan [15], Sociological Review, Vol. 48,
issue 3, 2000, pp. 167-188

Squatting Europe Kollektive, ; Cattaneo, Claudia ; Martinez, Miguel Angel, The Squatters’ Movement in Europe:
Commons and Autonomy as Alternatives to Capitalism [16], London, Pluto Press, 2014, pp. 288

Case studies from most of Europe (excluding eastern Europe and Greece) covering direct action to create social
housing and other community services over 30 year period.

Ward, Colin, Housing: An Anarchist Approach [17], London, Freedom Press, 1976, pp. 182

Ward, a leading anarchist theorist and expert on housing, examines the post-1945 British squatters movement (pp.
13-27) and assesses the revival of squatting between 1968 and early 1970s.

Ward, Colin, Cotters and Squatters: The Hidden History of Housing [18], Nottingham, Five Leaves Publications,
2002, pp. 196

A social history that goes up to end of 20th century, primarily discusses British examples, but has references to
many other countries.

Wates, Nick ; Wolmar, Christian, Squatting: The Real Story [19], London, Bayleaf Books, 1983, pp. 240
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Written and produced by squatters, focusing primarily on history in Britain, but some reference to squatting round
the world.
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