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Colombia has been plagued with armed violence for decades, involving state forces, paramilitary groups usually
aligned with the state, right-wing urban militia, narcotraffickers, and various guerrilla groups which were originally
leftist but increasingly resorted to forced recruitment, extortion, and kidnapping (although in 2012 the largest
guerrilla group – FARC – announced it would end kidnapping civilians for ransom). With the decline in importance
of Colombia’s role in coca production and trafficking, the country’s high homicide rate has also declined in recent
years, but politically-motivated killings continue: Amnesty International reporting that ‘in 2012, at least 40 human
rights defenders and community leaders and 20 trade union members were killed’, mostly by state security forces
or paramilitary groups acting in collusion with them.

The most reliable estimates for displaced Colombians indicate that some 10% of the population have been
displaced, either directly by armed violence or by ‘development-induced displacement’, that is making way for
extractive industries or monoculture (such as African palm or bananas).

Rejection of armed violence in Colombia is often referred to as ‘resistencia civil’, and has become a strategy for
peace involving indigenous peoples, AfroColombians, municipalities, women’s groups, and ‘peace communities’
founded by displaced people since 1997. Such groups generally take a stance based on a popular commitment to
nonviolence and on non-cooperation with all the ‘armed actors’, state, paramilitary or guerrilla, and continue to
face harassment – often lethal – from these various forces.

Peace News, no. 2449 [1] (Dec 2002- Feb 2003), had a special section on Colombia, covering peace communities,
indigenous and women’s campaigns and work of the Peace Brigades International, and Revista, (Spring 2003) was
titled ‘Colombia: Beyond Armed Actors: A Look at Civil Society [2]’.

Peace Brigades International (PBI) has had teams in Colombia since 1994. Its bilingual web page – http://www.pbi-
colombia.org [3] – is a reliable source of information, reporting the opinions not of its teams but of the people they
accompany, and periodically PBI-Colombia produces special reports, such as ‘Civilian Peace Initiatives in
Colombia’, ColomPBIa (PBI-Colombia Newsletter no. 19 [4], November 2012), pp. 16.
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