
E. III.3. Resisting Franco up to 1975
Published on CivilResistance.info (https://civilresistance.info)

            Language         
   
 

          
After the bitter civil war in 1936-39, Franco’s regime subjected the defeated republicans to severe repression and
many thousands fled into exile (especially into France). Resistance in the form of guerrilla fighting and major strikes
organized by clandestine groups flared up in 1946-47, but was decisively crushed. In the longer term, however, the
Franco regime began to change, moving after 1957 from economic autarky and fascist Falangist ideal of an
agricultural society towards incorporation into western capitaliost development. In 1962 Spain applied to join the
EEC (the forerunner of the European Union), giving opposition intellectuals an opportunity to set out in the ‘Munich
Manifesto’ the political reforms required to make Spain an acceptable member of the European Community.

From the 1960s there was both a reduction in poverty, as sectors of society benefited from economic growth and
tourism, and some liberalization. Many prisoners had been released in a series of amnesties, and some discreet
dissent was tolerated. Although the regime still harshly repressed any active form of dissent, worker and student
resistance grew. There was a wave of strikes and student demonstrations in 1956, and 1962 saw the biggest strike
since the Civil War, led by the miners of Asturias; students joined the protest. Throughout the 1960s, and with
added momentum in the early1970s, workers engaged in wildcat strikes (all strikes were officially illegal and
workers were controlled by the fascist-style syndicates). Alongside underground trade unions, workers’
committees bridging old ideological divides sprang up to organize the strikes and infiltrate the official syndicates.
Student protest increased and intellectuals also engaged more openly in dissent. Apart from the Basque country,
where ETA developed its long running campaign of guerrilla warfare, opposition groups relied primarily on unarmed
tactics (although demonstrators quite often engaged in street battles, sometimes with the right-wing Falangists).

After Franco’s death in November 1975, Spain began its transition to democracy, holding free elections in 1977,
which the previously underground opposition parties contested legally. A final threat to democratic stability was
posed by the attempted military coup in February 1981, when Lieutenant Colonel Tejero led a group of Civil Guards
in an attack on parliament when it was in session.. This attempt was, however, soon aborted by the refusal of the
palace to back the coup and the willingness of the military high command to obey the king and suppress the
plotters.

Most of the literature on the Franco regime is of course in Spanish, including the most comprehensive book on the
early opposition: , La oposición al franquismo: de 1939 a 1952 [1] Critica, , 1983, pp. 502 . But there are some
English language studies of Francoism which give weight to opposition, and a few studies specifically of resistance.
Various websites have archival material from during the dictatorship – for example, http://libcom.org/history [2] has
reports from the Asturian miners’ strike by French Situationist Guy Debord.

 
 
      Balfour, Sebastian, Dictatorship, Workers and the City: Labour in Greater Barcelona: Since 1939 [3], Oxford,
Clarendon, 1989, pp. 290

 
    Carr, Raymond ; Fusi, Juan Pablo, Spain: Dictatorship to Democracy [4], 2nd edition, London, Allen and Unwin,
1981, pp. 288

Especially chapter 7, ‘From “conformism” to confrontation’, pp. 134-67, which covers not only regional, worker
and student resistance, but also changes within the Catholic Church; and chapter 9 ‘The regime in crisis: Carrero
Blanco and Arras Navarro 1969-1975’, pp. 189-206.
 
    de Blaye, Edouard, Franco and the Politics of Spain [5], Harmondsworth, Penguin, 1976, pp. 576

Especially chapter 18 ‘The Oppositions’, pp. 490-513.
 

Page 1 of 3

https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1983/la-oposicion-al-franquismo-de-1939-1952
http://libcom.org/history
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1989/dictatorship-workers-and-city-labour-greater-barcelona-1939
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1981/spain-dictatorship-democracy
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1976/franco-and-politics-spain


E. III.3. Resisting Franco up to 1975
Published on CivilResistance.info (https://civilresistance.info)

    Linz, Juan, Opposition to and under an Authoritarian Regime: The Case of Spain [6], In , Regimes and
Opposition [7] New Haven CT, Yale University Press, , 1973, pp. 171-259

Much-cited essay discussing categories of opposition.
 
    Maravall, Jose, Dictatorship and Political Dissent: Workers and Students in Franco’s Spain [8], London,
Tavistock, 1978, pp. 199

 
    Preston, Paul, The Triumph of Democracy in Spain [9], London, Routledge, 1986, pp. 274

Chapter 1, ‘Internal contradictions of Francoism 1939-69’, covers some of the major strikes and demonstrations,
and chapters 2 & 3 the Carrero Blanco years 1969-73 and the Arias Navarro government of 1974-76. For political
developments from 1939 to 1975, see also: , Spain in Crisis: Evolution and Decline of the Franco Regime [10]
Hassocks, Harvester Press, , 1976, pp. 341 .
 
    Radcliff, Pamela Beth, Making Democratic Citizens in Spain: Civil Society and the Popular Origins of the
Transition, 1960-1978 [11], Basingstoke, Palgrave Macmillan, 2011, pp. 440

In the early 1960s, the dictatorship approved the formation of various types of family and neighbours associations,
which in fact opened spaces for oppositional networking.
 
    Tritto, Vigliamo, The Working Class Dimension of “1968” [12], In , The Spirit of ‘68: Rebellion in Western Europe
and North America, 1956-1976 [13] Oxford, Oxford University Press, , 2007,

Tritto’s comparative chapter on worker protest starts with the important 1962 strike by the Asturian miners.
 
    Welles, Benjamin, Spain: The Gentle Anarchy [14], London, Pall Mall Press, 1965, pp. 386

By US journalist in Spain. See chapter 7, ‘The Opposition’, pp. 185-228.
  
     
  
See also:

      Hank Johnston, Tales of Nationalism: Catalonia, 1939-1979 [15], (A. 1.c. Small Scale, Hidden, Indirect and
'Everyday' Resistance [16]), on role of resistance sub-culture.   
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