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Thailand has suffered frequent intervention by the military in politics since the end of absolute monarchy in 1932.
This history has been marked by a series of coups. Popular opposition began to contest this pattern: mass protests
led by students in 1973 led to the fall of the existing military dictatorship. But military influence in politics was not at
an end.

After a military-dominated government seized power in February 1991, a renewed popular campaign for democracy
began in early 1992, which crystallised round the demand that General Suchinda, the Prime Minister, should
resign. Nonviolent resistance began in April with a hunger strike by a prominent politician and continued with weeks
of demonstrations and public assemblies demanding democracy. When moves to resolve the crisis within
parliament failed, hundreds of thousands gathered to protest on May 15. The government violently suppressed the
demonstration, killing a minimum of 52 protesters, but General Suchinda was forced to resign and new elections
were held in September 1992, leading to a coalition government headed by a civilian.
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Sivaraska (an ‘engaged’ Buddhist) is a prominent social critic, who dared to compare the military to ‘termites’.
Edits the journal Seeds of Peace, which comments on problems in the region.
  
     
  
See also:

      Gene Sharp, Waging Nonviolent Struggle: 20th Century Practice and 21st Century Potential [12], (A. 1.b.
Strategic Theory, Dynamics, Methods and Movements [13]), pp. 299-314   
    Kurt Schock, Unarmed Insurrections: People Power Movements in Nondemocracies [14], (A. 1.b. Strategic
Theory, Dynamics, Methods and Movements [13]), pp. 125-41.   
 
    

  Source URL (retrieved on 16/04/2024 -
18:09):https://civilresistance.info/section/e-resisting-oppressive-dictatorial-military-or-authoritarian-rule/e-ii-asia-
and-20 

Links
[1] https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1995/thai-ngos-continuing-struggle-democracy [2]
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1998/imagining-democracy-reading-events-may-thailand [3]
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1999/imagery-1992-nonviolent-uprising-thailand [4]
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1999/nonviolent-social-movements-geographical-perspective [5] https://civilres
istance.info/section/introduction-nonviolent-action/1-theory-methods-and-examples/1b-strategic-theory-dynamics 
[6] https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1997/political-change-thailand-democracy-and-participation [7]
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1992/catalyst-change-uprising-may [8] https://civilresistance.info/biblio-
item/1993/state-and-society-thailand-how-fragile-democracy [9] https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1989/thailand 
[10] https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1989/student-political-activism-international-reference-handbook [11]
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1998/loyalty-demands-dissent-autobiography-socially-engaged-buddhist [12] h
ttps://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/2005/waging-nonviolent-struggle-20th-century-practice-and-21st-century-
potential [13] https://civilresistance.info/taxonomy/term/7 [14] https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/2005/unarmed-
insurrections-people-power-movements-nondemocracies

Page 2 of 2

https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/2005/waging-nonviolent-struggle-20th-century-practice-and-21st-century-potential
https://civilresistance.info/taxonomy/term/7
https://civilresistance.info/taxonomy/term/7
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/2005/unarmed-insurrections-people-power-movements-nondemocracies
https://civilresistance.info/taxonomy/term/7
https://civilresistance.info/taxonomy/term/7
https://civilresistance.info/section/e-resisting-oppressive-dictatorial-military-or-authoritarian-rule/e-ii-asia-and-20
https://civilresistance.info/section/e-resisting-oppressive-dictatorial-military-or-authoritarian-rule/e-ii-asia-and-20
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1995/thai-ngos-continuing-struggle-democracy
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1998/imagining-democracy-reading-events-may-thailand
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1998/imagining-democracy-reading-events-may-thailand
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1999/imagery-1992-nonviolent-uprising-thailand
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1999/imagery-1992-nonviolent-uprising-thailand
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1999/nonviolent-social-movements-geographical-perspective
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1999/nonviolent-social-movements-geographical-perspective
https://civilresistance.info/section/introduction-nonviolent-action/1-theory-methods-and-examples/1b-strategic-theory-dynamics
https://civilresistance.info/section/introduction-nonviolent-action/1-theory-methods-and-examples/1b-strategic-theory-dynamics
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1997/political-change-thailand-democracy-and-participation
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1992/catalyst-change-uprising-may
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1992/catalyst-change-uprising-may
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1993/state-and-society-thailand-how-fragile-democracy
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1993/state-and-society-thailand-how-fragile-democracy
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1989/thailand
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1989/student-political-activism-international-reference-handbook
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1998/loyalty-demands-dissent-autobiography-socially-engaged-buddhist
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/1998/loyalty-demands-dissent-autobiography-socially-engaged-buddhist
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/2005/waging-nonviolent-struggle-20th-century-practice-and-21st-century-potential
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/2005/waging-nonviolent-struggle-20th-century-practice-and-21st-century-potential
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/2005/waging-nonviolent-struggle-20th-century-practice-and-21st-century-potential
https://civilresistance.info/taxonomy/term/7
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/2005/unarmed-insurrections-people-power-movements-nondemocracies
https://civilresistance.info/biblio-item/2005/unarmed-insurrections-people-power-movements-nondemocracies

	language[]: []


