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Higgins, Polly, Eradicating Ecocide: Exposing the Corporate and Political Practices Destroying the Planet and
Proposing the Laws to Eradicate Ecocide [1], 2nd ed., 2015, pp. 204 (pb)
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International lawyer and expert on ecocide Polly Higgins sets out the full case for an international ecocide law
which would hold corporations and governments to account for actions and policies that result in massive harm to
the environment. She also examines how law has operated effectively in other contexts. The book is linked to the
international campaign she headed to broaden the remit of the International Criminal Court (ICC) to include ecocide
as a crime (alongside genocide, war crimes, crimes of aggression and crimes against humanity). An example of
ecocide was the massive oil spill of 134 million gallons by BP in the Mexican Gulf in 2010. Higgins died from cancer
in 2019, but an international campaign continues. See: stopecocide.earth
See also: Cooke, Ben, 'Could Ecocide become an International Crime?', New Statesman, 16 Mar. 2020.
https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/environment/2020/03/could-ecocide-... [2]
Useful overview of possible examples of ecocide, such as the 2019 Amazon forest fires and tar sand oil extraction ,
and of the goals and current strategy of the campaign, now headed by Jojo Mehta. The campaign now focuses on
getting support from states most vulnerable to climate change (any ICC signatory state can propose an amendment
to the Rome Statute governing the court, and the votes of all states are equal). The South Pacific island state,
Vanuatu, has indicated it might initiate the process - if two thirds of the signatories agree the ecocide law would
apply to them. Cooke notes that the idea now has support from Extinction Rebellion activists, and that Pope
Francis indicated in 2019 that he was considering making ecocide a sin
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