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      Achcar, Gilbert, The People Want : A Radical Exploration of the Arab Uprisings [1], Berkley, CA, University of
California Press, 2013, pp. 358

Achcar rejects the concept of a sudden 'Spring', arguing instead that there is a long term deep-seated revolution
which will take many years to develop. Achcar's Marxist inspired analysis stresses the basic socio-economic
changes required.  He also covers the role of both the relatively tolerant monarchies of Morocco and Jordan and
the 'oil monarchies' of the Gulf. 
 
    Al-Tamini, Jumana, #MeToo offers lessons for Arabs too [2], Gulf News, 2018

This article describes the difficulty of talking about sexual harassment in conservative Arab societies, which have
made the ‘MeToo’ movement in the Arab world less significant than in the West. However, it also points to the fact
that the activism of Arab women is becoming less of a taboo and mentions the legislative reforms that took place in
countries such as Morocco, Jordan, and Lebanon.

For another thorough analysis of the cultural impediments to openly discuss sexual violence and sexual
harassment within Arab societies, see also http://english.alarabiya.net/en/views/news/middle-east/2017/10/22/Why-
aren-t-more-Arab-women-saying-MeToo-.html [3]
and https://www.albawaba.com/loop/harvey-weinstein-scandal-and-metoo-hit-nerve-arab-women-1035238 [4].
 
    Cuthbert, Olivia, A new chapter for feminism in Jordan [5], OpenDemocracy, 2017

Explores the rise of feminism and feminist activism in Jordan following December 2016, when women's rights
activists protest in front of Parliament in Amman, Jordan calling for an end to violence against women.

See also https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1057/978-1-137-59291-0_22 [6]
 
    Darhour, Hanane ; Dahlerup, Drude, Double-Edged Politics on Women’s Rights in the MENA Region. Gender
and Politics [7], Cham, Switzerland, Palgrave Macmillan, 2020, pp. 311

The authors explore women’s activism and political representation, as well as discursive changes, with a particular
focus on secular and Islamic feminism. They also examine changes in public opinion on women’s position in
society in countries like Tunisia, Egypt, Morocco, Algeria and Jordan.
 
    Franceschet, Susan ; Krook, Mona Lena ; Tan, Netina, The Palgrave Handbook of Women’s Political Rights [8],
ed. Ennaji, Moha [9], Sadiqi, Fatima [10], Vintges, Karen [11], London, Palgrave Macmillan, 2019, pp. 784

Covers women’s political rights across all major regions of the world, focusing both on women’s right to vote and
women’s right to run for political office. The countries explored are Afghanistan, Armenia, Australia, Bolivia,
Canada, Cameroon, Chile, China, Colombia, Cuba, Czech Republic, Finland, France, Ghana, India, Indonesia,
Israel, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, New Zealand, Myanmar, Niger,
Nigeria, Poland, Russia, Rwanda, Slovenia, Sri Lanka, Sweden, South Korea, Slovenia, Switzerland, Taiwan,
Tunisia, Turkey, the United States, Uganda, Uruguay, and Zimbabwe.
 
    Youngs, Richard ; Boonstra, Jos ; Vizoso, Julia Choucair ; Echagüe, Ana ; Jarábik, Balázs ; Kausch, Kristina, Is
the European Union Supporting Democracy in its Neighbourhood? [12], Madrid, FRIDE, 2008, pp. 150
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EU ‘neighbourhood plans’ agreed with neighbouring states link economic cooperation with human rights and
democratization. This report includes case studies of how this has been implemented - or not - in Morocco, Jordan,
Lebanon, Ukraine, Belarus and Azerbaijan. FRIDE [13] has published a range of reports and policy briefs - all
available online - with critical analyses of ‘democracy promotion’, especially by the European Union and its
members, including in the context of the ‘Arab Spring’.
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