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This article focuses particularly on the growing role by 2019-21 of independent regional news media prepared to
report corruption, uphold the right to independent comment and to explore taboo topics like Stalinist labour camps.
These regional media (often online) give a voice to individual bloggers and have underpinned political, economic
and environmental protests at a regional and local level throughout Russia. Burrell also discusses the attempts by
the regime to suppress these channels through tightening its 'Fake News' law and classifying independent
journalists as 'foreign agents', but notes the solidarity between regional media.
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