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This article by an Algerian feminist activist explains how the 2019 movement, triggered by rejection of Boutifleka
being nominated (despite his physical incapacity) to run for the presidency for a fifth term, began in the city of
Kherrata on 16 February. It then spread to other cities, and became a rejection of the whole regime. She sets the
movement in its historical context, noting how the success of the movement in forcing Boutifleka's resignation from
the presidency was used by the army to take over. She concludes by stressing the resilience of the movement,
despite the impact of Covid-19 in 2020 which enabled a 'political lockdown'.  But she also argues that the lack of a
political leadership able to draw the ideological strands of the movement together is its chief weakness.
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