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This article by a sociologist at the American University of Beirut examines the movement after a year of 'struggle,
crisis and destruction'. It summarizes the causes of the October 2019 uprising, its unprecedented scale (an
estimated 2 million out of a population of 4.8 million), and its transcendance of all regional, social class and
sectarian political divisions. It also notes that the protesters rejected both the political system based on 'sectarian
clientelism’, and the banking sector. Since October the financial crisis has intensified, leading to the rapid growth of
extreme poverty. Majed argues that the lack of clear leadership of the movement, though it initially encouraged
wide participation, by early 2020 meant that there was no strong organization or clear goals. This lack of focus
contributed, together with growing financial hardship, political fatigue and regime violence against protesters, to
undermine the movement.
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