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The authors, academic experts on Russian politics, draw on surveys, social media, interviews and leaked
documents to examine why there has been such long term popular support for Putin. They examine his changing
tactics, his handling of the 2012 protests against electoral manipulation, and the role of the annexation of Crimea in
2014 that made pride in Russia the main pillar of his support. The authors argue that attempts to secure change
are undermined by belief that it is impossible, but suggest there are limits to public acquiescence and Putin's
power. The potential fragility of his rule is revealed for example by demonstrations by thousands of pensioners
against pension reforms that raised the retirement age.
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