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BBC Middle East editor briefly surveys the demonstrations in Lebanon and Irag, notes attempted protests in Egypt,
and discusses the frustration and rage of young people over educational failures and unemployment, as well as
rampant corruption. He comments on the security forces firing on Iragi demonstrators, and on reports that men in
black (sometimes masked) who might be pro-Iranian militias were opening fire, Bowen also notes that some Iraqi
soldiers have wrapped the national flag around their shoulders, suggesting sympathy for the protesters.
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