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The article discusses the high levels of harassment endured by women in South-East and Eastern Europe,
revealed in a 2019 OSCE survey, and the difficulty of speaking out. It gives the example Marija Lukic, who accused
the former president of a  municipality in Serbia and was insulted by 50 of his supporters when she went to
court. The author also comments very briefly on short but ultimately unsuccessful social media MeToo campaigns
in Poland and Romania and suggests that in Hungary the response has been confined to 'liberal and cultural
circles'. She records that the Council of Europe's 2011 Istanbul Convention on preventing violence against women
was ratified by Serbia in November 2017 and Croatia in 2018, but has not been ratified by the Czech Republic,
Hungary, Bulgaria, Slovakia, Moldova, Ukraine or Russia. 
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