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The ‘humanitarian initiative’ in nonproliferation diplomacy leading to the Nuclear Weapons Ban Treaty — has its
origins in a reference in the Final Document of the 2010 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference to the
deep concern about the catastrophic humanitarian consequences of any use of nuclear weapons. However,
Nielsen notes that the international and civil society diplomacy that led to the success of the Ban Treaty have not
yet changed the national policies of nuclear weapons states. It remains an open question if any of these states will
ever support the Ban Treaty.
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