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This article by a professor of sociology, written a month after the outbreak of the revolution on 22 February,
stresses that the 'gigantic rallies are peaceful and socially mixed'. The article traces the background of the uprising
since 1988, claimed by many Algerians as their 'Arab Spring', since it ended one party rule. Addi explains why this
democratic experiment failed and led to a decade of civil war - the context in which Boutifleka came to power in
1999 promising to bring peace
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