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Highlights the different legal consequences that women might face in Alabama, where a ban on abortion was
enacted in May 2019 (likely to be challenged in the courts), and compares them to those then existing in Northern
Ireland. Although Northern Ireland passed the Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy Bill 2018 that allows
abortion up to 12 weeks of pregnancy, women could still face life sentences because the Offences Against the
Person Act 1861 remained in place.

See also https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/feminism/2019/05/alabama-abortion-rights-are-under-threat-
northern-ireland-they-never [2] and https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/alabama-abortion-ban-georgia-northern-
ireland-dup-theresa-may-a8915141.html [3]

Available online at:

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/may/15/abortion-law-harsher-northern-ireland-alabama-campaigners 
[4] 
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