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Toupin, who is Canadian, writes initially from that perspective in her history of a feminist campaign that started from
the reality that a majority of women worked unpaid in the home. Wages for Housework asserted that domestic work
and child rearing and caring for the elderly did have specific economic value. The aim was partly to make women's
contribution to society visible and also to increase the independence of housewives - and the campaign mobilized
to prevent cuts to family allowances in Canada and the UK, a financial source controlled by women. Wages for
Housework ran counter, however, to the predominant feminist pressure to open up job opportunities for all women,
and take them out of the home. The book includes an 'Afterword' on the current situation, in which care and
domestic work is often outsourced to migrant workers.
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