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This book explores social movements and forms of political activism in contemporary Japan, arguing that the 2011
Fukushima nuclear accident led to a resurgence in social and protest movements and inaugurated a new era of
civic engagement. Re-examines older and recent forms of activism in Japan, as well as provides studies of specific
movements that developed after Fukushima. The book considers structural challenges that activists face in
contemporary Japan, and how the newly developing movements have been shaped by the neo-conservative
policies of the Japanese government. The authors also considers how the Japanese experience adds to our
understanding of how social movements work, and whether it might challenge prevailing theoretical frameworks.
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