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Germany had seemed immune to the #MeToo movement. Then a prominent
director was accused

Author: Erik Kirshbaum [1]
In: Los Angeles Times, 2018

Discusses why MeToo was not taken up in Germany as it spread from the US to parts of Europe, until an actress
went public in 2018 about a violent attempted rape by prominent film director Dieter Wedel in 1980. Her accusation
led other women to follow suit, and Die Zeit revealed that the TV network Wedel worked for had buried evidence of
his sexual misconduct. The article quotes a woman university professor on two main reasons for German
reluctance to take up MeToo: 1) that despite Angela Merkel's long period as Chancellor women are not well
represented in politics, or in top management; 2) German skepticism about cultural trends emanating from the
USA.
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