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This work examines the institutional and contextual causes and consequences of women's representation in Latin
America. The authors argue that gender inequality in political representation in Latin America is rooted in
institutions, but also affected by the democratic challenges and political crises facing Latin American countries.
These challenges influence the number of women and men elected to office, what they do once there, how much
power they gain access to, and how their presence and actions influence democracy and society more broadly.
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