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Author: Ramachandran Guha [1]

Allen Lane, London, 2018, pp. 1.104

This is the second volume of massive biography by the eminent contemporary Indian historian re-evaluating
Gandhi's life, ideas and role.  It is published at a time when Prime Minister Narendra Modi is rehabilitating the far
right Hindu nationalists in the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (an individual linked to the RSS assassinated
Gandhi), and when Gandhi is often vilified. This volume is broadly sympathetic to Gandhi, though not uncritical, and
gives weight to the influence of his secretary Mahadev Desai. 

The first, widely praised, volume Gandhi Before India, which covers all of Gandhi’s life to the end of the South
African campaign, was published by Penguin Random House in 2015.

See also Guha, Ramachandra, 'Remembering Vaikom satyagraha in the light of Sabarimala', The News Minute, 6
Januray 2019.

Available
at https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/remembering-vaikom-satyagraha-light-
sabarimala-94585#:~:text=In%20Sabarimala%20today%2C%20women%20are,in%20the%20eyes%20of%20god. 
[2]

Commentary by prominent Indian public intellectual, and author of books on Gandhi, at the time of  the 2019 mass
protest by women in Kerala against a Hindu temple refusing to admit them.  Guha responds by recalling the
1924-25 campaign (in which Gandhi played a role) to persuade the Vaikom temple to admit dalits (untouchables).
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