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Brief account of the initiative of Moni Rani Das, a Dalit woman living in Dhaka, Bangladesh, who started advocating
for nearly 3 million Dalit women living in the country and became the first Dalit woman sitting on the National
Human Rights Commission in Bangladesh. Her activism is a source of empowerment for 120 million women
altogether that live in South Asia and contributed to the transnational activism of FEDO, Feminist Dalit Organisation
based in Nepal, which formed connection with the UN’s Women Fund for Gender Equality; more local
organisations such as Nagorik Uddyog in Bangladesh, Swadhikar and Asia Dalit Rights Forum in India; and the
Human Development Organization (HDO) in Sri Lanka. By predominantly promoting women’s economic rights,
FEDO’s activity constitutes a protection against gender-based violence against Dalit women.
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