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The author investigates two questions: How did the politics of disappointment unfold among female activists after
the 2011 Egyptian uprising and specifically under the current regime? What were the effects of the strong sense of
emotional disappointment on women’s activism and collective action? She argues that disappointment did not
mark the end of politics and activism among women’s groups in Egypt. Although the situation is complicated and
activism is restricted in Egypt, in this research participants affirm that their experience in the uprising has changed
them, and that “things cannot go back to the old days.” A focus on hope and disappointment makes the
experiences of activists central to the analysis. It allows researchers to reclaim the voices of female activists in
explaining the challenges and opportunities that developed after the uprising, and how these developments
influenced and shaped their experience, movement, and mobilization.
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