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This article, which draws on fieldwork in Andalusia in 2015 and 2016, examines the general position on abortion
there. It traces earlier history: before 1983, when abortion was illegal; and developments up to the 2010 law
(passed by the Socialist government) which allowed termination of pregnancy in the early stages at a woman’s
request. When the Conservative government under Mariano Rajoy introduced the very restrictive ‘Gallardon’ bill in
December 2013, it prompted widespread and ultimately largely successful opposition, in which feminists were
prominent. The author, who interviewed gynaecologists in public hospitals and certified private clinics, health
service staff, and pro-abortion and feminist activists, examines the ‘discourses’ used in the debate over the
Gallardon bill. She also assesses the impact of that debate on provision of abortion in Andalusia, with particular
reference to the role of conscientious objection by medical staff and the stigma of abortion. 
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