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  Support for Nonviolent Fighters Key to Ending War  

Author: Maria Stephan [1]

In: Waging Nonviolence, 2017

Urges external support for groups trying to help people devastated by war and also to create the organizational
basis for a better future. Stephan notes the role of women-led 'peace circles' publicizing atrocities, promoting
education and psychiatric help for refugee children, and planning for the future.

See also: Al Shami, Leila, 'Syria: Women Continue Resistance against Fascism, Imperialism and Patriarchy', Open
Democracy, 5 January 2017.

Describes a young woman taking risks to communicate with the outside world before the fall of Aleppo, and then
discusses the wider role of women in the opposition.

There are also a number of documentary films on aspects of resistance and constructive action inside Syria:

'"Islamic State's" Most Wanted', BBC World Service, July 2016 (https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03qzk9g [2])

An account of citizen journalists in Raqaa (capital of the IS Syrian caliphate) taking appalling risks (and sometime
suffering death and attacks on their families) to send online reports to the outside world.  Hussam Eesa, who
managed to escape Raqaa when he knew arrest was imminent in 2014, is interviewed for the programme.

'Syria's Disappeared: The Case against Assad', Channel 4, March 2017
(https://www.channel4.com/news/syrias-disappeared [3])

Reveals how prisoners in one of Assad's prisons smuggled out lists of names of those detained. They were written
in blood on scraps of material, which any prisoner who was released could take out with him. The story is told by
Mansour al-Omari, a human rights activist jailed in February 2012, who eventually managed to attain asylum in
Sweden.

'The White Helmets', Netflix documentary, February 2017 (upon subscription)

A film about the White Helmets (Syrian Civil Defence), who had been nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize, and its
3,000 members across Syria. The documentary received an Oscar nomination and fueled controversy.
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