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Killer Robots
Author: Noel Sharkey [1]
In: New Internationalist, 2017, pp. 16-18

Sharkey, Professor of Al and robotics at Sheffield University, Chair of the International Committee for Robot Arms
Control and also spokesperson for the Campaign to Stop Killer Robots, sketches in the historical background to the
evolution of Autonomous Weapons Systems, and dispels 'five myths about AWS'. He also briefly explains the
evolution of the Campaign to Stop Killer Robots and how it had been keeping the issue 'on the table' at the UN
since 2014.

See also: Chan, Melissa, 'Death to the Killer Robots', Guardian Weekly, 19 April 2019, pp. 30-31.

Report on role of Jody Williams and Mary Wareham, two leading activists in the Campaign to Ban Landmines, in
promoting the new movement, the Campaign to Stop Killer Robots, which they recognize to be a much harder goal
to achieve. Chan notes that Israel is already using advanced autonomous technology, for example to patrol the
Gaza border. the US is testing advances in the technology, and Russia wants to create a battalion of killer robots.
The campaigners were in Berlin because the German government had indicated concern about the issue, but had
not been consistent, so their aim was to put pressure on Germany to act.
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