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Potter has been involved in negotiations relating to Review Conferences of the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) for
many years and was also engaged in the processes leading to the 2017 UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons. From this perspective he discusses how one phrase in the statement of the 2010 NPT Review
Conference, on the humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons, opened the way to the diplomatic processes leading
to the 2017 Treaty. His article also discusses the probable consequences of the 2017 ‘Ban Treaty’ on the NPT
Review Conference scheduled for 2020.
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