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Despite laws intended to protect women, Guatemala has one of the highest levels of killings of women and
impunity for violence against women in the world. This article examines obstacles in the justice system to
processing cases of feminicide comparing two cases. It argues that the sociopolitical context of structural violence,
widespread poverty, inequality, corruption, and normalization of gender violence against women, generates
penalties, or “legal tolls” on victims' families. These tolls of fear and time (the need to overcome fear of retaliation
and the extraordinary time and effort it takes to do so in a corrupt and broken system) undermine efforts by victims
to find a way through the justice system.

See also https://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/2017/gender-violence-in-guatemala/index.html [3] 
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