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This paper identifies the impact of rampant sexual harassment on Egypt’s legal culture. As it had been vaguely
defined in Egyptian laws and largely condoned by the society and justice system, sexual harassment increased
over the years in both the frequency and in the intensity of its violence. As a result, legal initiatives and grassroots
movements arose attempting to criminalise sexual harassment and end its social acceptability. With the fall of
Mubarak, the human rights movements optimistically continued to call for an anti-sexual harassment law, but due to
the continuing political turmoil, the struggle was more arduous than expected. Three years after the uprising, sexual
harassment was finally criminalised and efforts to change public attitudes towards it continue, but the will of the
state to enforce the law, beyond statements and promises, is yet to be proven.
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