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The attempt by the previous president, Blaise Compaore (forced to resign a year earlier) to topple President
Kafando. was defeated within a week. The role of neighbouring states, the African Union and UN in condemning
the coup and threatening sanctions played a part. But the immediate resistance by young people and civil society
groups, together with unions calling a ten day general strike, played a key role. (For further analysis of wider
struggle for democracy in Burkina Faso see Vol.1. E.1.2.3.)
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