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Ortmann explains the movement in the context of the slow process of institutional democratization and the dashing
of early hopes. He notes the obstacles to progress through the democratic political parties created by the Hong
Kong authorities. He also points to the role of the business elite, afraid that fully democratic politics would lead to
radical economic and social policies, and the constraints imposed by Beijing. As a result the democracy movement
has become divided, and students have come to the fore in promoting protest.
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