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King and Country

Author: Jo Eckersley [1]

In: New Internationalist, 2015, pp. 38-40

The article draws on interviews with Thai citizens to discuss why, a year after the May 2014 military coup, there
were no protests in a country known for its activism on the streets. It outlines the extent of strict censorship and the
draconian sentences, which could be imposed for insulting the king, and stresses the links between the 87 years
old monarch and the military, dating back to a coup in 1957. Eckersley also looks back to the 2006 military coup
against the Thaksin government and the violent suppression of Thaksin supporters in 2010, but suggests the death
of the reigning monarch could precipitate change and expose the state as a 'naked military dictatorship'.
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