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This is an interesting critical look at 'civil society' in an African context, in particular the role of international donors
in promoting 'civil society', which can be seen as a continuing form of imperial control. However, the author
suggests that since Malawi became a multi-party democracy in 1994 civil society groups generally played a
constructive democratic role, especially in the 2011 protests against the increasingly authoritarian President Bingu
wa Mutharika.
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