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Author: Mary Ziegler [1]

Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA, 2015, pp. 400

Charts the cultural and political responses to Roe vs. Wade, the 1973 landmark decision of the U.S. Supreme
Court that the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution provides a fundamental
"right to privacy" that protects a pregnant woman's liberty to choose whether or not to have an abortion. Drawing on
archives and more than 100 interviews with key participants, Ziegler argues that abortion rights proponents were
insensitive to larger questions of racial and class injustice. She also contests the idea that abortion opponents were
inherently anti-feminist. She demonstrates that the grassroots activists who shaped the discussion after Roe were
far more fluid and diverse than the partisans dominating the debate today.

For an overview on the status of abortion laws in the U.S.A. up to May 2019, see the following links:

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/us/abortion-laws-states.html [2]

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/18/us/anti-abortion-laws.html?login=smartlock&auth=login-smartlock [3]

https://www.businessinsider.com/state-abortion-laws-reoding-roe-v-wade-reproductive-rights-2018-7?r=US&IR=T 
[4]

https://www.thecut.com/2017/01/timeline-the-200-year-fight-for-abortion-access.html [5] 
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