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The author examines why the Chinese Communist regime has been able to retain control despite the period of
rapid economic change and growth that have often elsewhere promoted strong pressure for democratization. The
article suggests that one major reason is that the CCP 'has successfully strengthened the state's ’coercive
capacity', in particular increased funding for the police. This article primarily covers the period before Xi decided to
increase repression, but illuminates the context for his policy. 
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