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Edizioni Biblion, Miano, 2013, pp. 178

In this book, Polito analyses the philosophical conceptualisation of ‘conscience’, central to the elaboration of the
ethical and moral tenets of the practice of objection to military service. Polito pays tribute to the most famous
conscientious objectors who shaped the history of the Italian Republic and promoted nonviolent theory and
techniques, such as Aldo Capitini — anti-fascist Italian political philosopher; Ada Gobetti — anti-fascist jourbalist;
Norberto Bobbio — Italian philosopher, Sereno Regis — peace activist; Danilo Dolci — peace activist; Lorenzo Milani
— priest and educator; Rodolfo Venditti — Italian judge and conscientious objection supporter; Goffredo Fofi- Italian
author, and literature, drama and movie critic; and Pietro Pinna — Italian nonviolent activist. The book provides a
refutation of the belief in the necessity of violence embedded in politics - even where it may seem justified as in
preventive wars and humanitarian intervention. Polito also argues that violence is at the root of the economic and
financial global system that is becoming profoundly detrimental to the environment.
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