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The author recognizes the pivotal role of NGOs in documenting and publicizing the suffering caused by the arms
trade and its impact on human rights, fuelling conflicts and preventing development, as well as in pressing for
international controls on the trade. But she is critical of the liberal ideology which defines NGO activity and justifies
their intervention, which she sees as helping to perpetuate the hierarchy of a 'North' and 'South' world order.
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