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Rustin was an influential adviser to MLK and the coordinator of the 1963 March on Washington. These writings on
civil rights and gay politics from 1942 to 1986 include his important 1964 essay ‘From Protest to Politics’ arguing
for a policy shift towards mainstream politics through voter registration and involvement with trade unions. Rustin’s
later attempts to achieve his goals through the Democratic Party made him a contentious figure in some radical
circles.
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