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This long article touches on the development of the anti-mafia movement and distinguishes within it civic anti-mafia
and social anti-mafia. It delineates the developments that took place in three different periods of time in Italy:
1950s, that saw the birth of the nonviolent anti-mafia movement; the 1960s and 1970s, when socio-political-cultural
aspects of the anti-mafia movement started to develop organically; up to the 1980s-1990s, a period that saw the
development of the pacifist movement rising against the US militarisation of the Italian island of Sicily that
paralleled the reinforcement of the anti-mafia movement and a stronger participation of organisations within it
alongside individuals. It touches also on the growth of the anti-mafia movement outside the confines of Sicily, and
its extension to the entire Italian peninsula, mainly because of the activity of teachers and students that facilitated
the adoption of the first set of anti-mafia legislation and led to the removal from public offices of staff involved with
the mafia organisation.  It also establishes a conceptual distinction between the anti-mafia movement and social
movements as traditionally considered, and stresses the peculiar nature of the first as being pro-system and anti-
system, simultaneously. Finally, it highlights the weak points that undermine the continuity and cohesiveness of the
anti-mafia movements.
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