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Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition: institutionalizing a political voice and
ensuring representation

Author: Kate Fearon [1]
In: Accord, No 13, 2002, pp. 78-81

(Accord is published by the London-based Conciliation Resources. Issue 13 was entitled ‘Owning the process:
Public Participation in Peacemaking’, edited by Catherine Barnes.)

The Northern Ireland Women'’s Coalition (NIWC) was initiated by women of various political affiliations, religious
beliefs and occupations. It was institutionalized as a political party in 1996 so that its members would be eligible to
take part in the all-party talks that culminated in the Good Friday Agreement. It also campaigned for the acceptance
of the GFA in the referendums which followed its signing.
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