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Author: Thomas Hennessey [1]

Gill & Macmillan, Dublin, 2000, pp. 256

Detailed account by an academic historian who acted as special advisor to the Unionist Party of the negotiations
that led to the signing of the Good Friday Agreement of 1998. The author comments in the Introduction that ‘what
complicated the Northern Ireland conflict was the range of options which the central protagonists – Unionists and
Nationalists – viewed as their preferred solution.’ Historically, he states ‘the Ulster Question has been a dispute
concerning sovereignty and identity. Or to put it another way, it has been a dispute between states and nations. But
neither Unionists nor Nationalists could agree which states were legitimate or the legitimacy of the opposing
group’s national identity’.
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