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Garvaghy: A Community Under Siege

Author: Garvaghy Residents [1]

Beyond the Pale, Belfast, 1999, pp. 171

Garvaghy Road, a Catholic area in mainly Protestant Portadown, has been the scene of confrontations down the
years during the annual Orange Order parade on the weekend before 12 July, following a service in Drumcree
Church. The Orange Order claims the right to march along the road; the residents say that they face abuse and
violence when this happens and that there are alternative routes the parade could take. Resistance to the event
has included sit-downs, a women'’s Peace and Justice Camp and the setting up of Radio Equality. Part 1 of the
book is based mainly on the diaries of residents in July 1998 when the parade was banned and police and soldiers
erected barricades and dug trenches to prevent the march from entering the road. Part 2 is an edited version of the
Residents’ submission in 1996 to the Parades Commission.
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