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The author argues that Indian agricultural policy, devised in response to food shortages in the 1960s, relied on a
mix of technological solutions to increase yields and a range of pricing measures to support farmers. These policies
are out of date, but changing the overall policy is difficult as farmers believe their livelihoods are at stake. This
paper considers the issues behind the protests and suggests ways forward.
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The author argues that Indian agricultural policy, devised in response to food shortages in the 1960s, relied on a
mix of technological solutions to increase yields and a range of pricing measures to support farmers. These policies
are out of date, but changing the overall policy is difficult as farmers believe their livelihoods are at stake. This
paper considers the issues behind the protests and suggests ways forward.
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