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Masri, Sfawan, Tunisia: An Arab Anomaly [1], New York, Colombia University Press, 2019, pp. 416 pb

The author traces the history of Tunisia's politics back to the 19th century and early reforms relating to religion,
education and women's rights, to explain the relatively liberal context in the 21st century. Masri therefore argues
that Tunisia is not a model for other Arab states, but an exception, given the general role of Islam in shaping
education and social and political agendas. The book draws on interviews as well as historical analysis and
personal knowledge.
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