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Geha notes that the 'century-old sectarian framework' of  governing through clientelist networks and individual
patronage, together with socio-economic crisis and political deadlock, make official opposition very difficult. But
social networks can mobilize protests, and after these have died down sustain 'a loosely organized informal political
opposition both on the streets and in the ballot box'. This thesis is illustrated by a study of the 2015 movement
responding to an escalating garbage crisis in the summer of 2015, the cessation of activism after the crisis was
resolved in September 2015 and  the resurgence of opposition during the 2016 municipal elections. 
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