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The article argues that the Hirak is a revolutionary movement that connects with the 1954-62 independence
struggle, uniting diverse social groups in a movement seen as 'the People' versus 'the System'. It also combines
nationalist themes with the strategy of nonviolent resistance. The analysis draws parallels with 2011 in Tunisia, and
notes the attempts to launch a similar nonviolent resistance movement in Algeria in January 2011 were
successfully deflected by the regime. It then examines the record of the Boutifleka government over 20 years,
which led to the Hirak.
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