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In 1963 medical and dental professionals in the United States and the United Kingdom played an important role in
highlighting the health threat posed by atmospheric nuclear tests. Analysis of the deciduous teeth of American
children born during the testing years showed the widespread presence of Strontium-90, a radioactive fission
product that accumulates in babies’ teeth. The outrage of parents made fallout a central issue, and so put pressure
on the US and UK governments to agree to the Partial Test Ban Treaty.
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