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The author notes that forced labour is a sensitive and rarely publicized topic, although it has existed in China for
decades, for example in construction work.  It sometimes surfaces, as in the 2007 scandal about children, the
elderly and adults with disabilities who were kidnapped in Zhanxi province, often with the collusion of local
authorities, and forced to work in brick kilns.  Later similar stories in other provinces came to light.  The article also
covers other forms of exploitation, such as students forced to work cheaply as interns in order to graduate - a
practice that received global attention in 2012 in relation to electronic supply chains.  The author notes the role of
local NGOs and sometimes the local media in exposing abuses.  

See also: Bengsten, Peter, 'Hidden in Plain Sight: Forced Labour Constructing  China', openDemocracy, (16 Feb,
2018), https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/hidden-in-plain-sight-forced-labour-
constructing-china/ [2]
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