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One hundred years after some Canadian women were given the federal franchise, women remain significantly
underrepresented in every legislature across Canada. Indigenous women, women from racial minorities, and young
women face particular problems, which reduce representation even further. While barriers to participation are broad
and pervasive, sexual harassment and violence against women in politics - whether in the form of direct threats,
implied threats, violent symbolic images, and physical violence - play a significant role in limiting women’s political
participation. This report presents non-partisan, evidence-based research on how governments, legislatures, civil
society, and non-governmental organizations have addressed the problem of violence against women in politics
both within and beyond Canada. The report draws on extensive Canadian and global research and also a number
of interviews with current and former women politicians from across the political spectrum, who have bravely
spoken out about their experiences of sexual harassment and violence in Canadian politics.
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